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(54) THERMAL TRANSFER RECORDING MEDIUM 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To inhibit the reduction of printability caused 
by blocking when a recording medium is left to stand 
under high-temperature atmosphere by a method wherein 
the thermal transfer recording medium is formed by 
laminating a thermal transfer colorant layer containing 
a sorbitan derivative shown by a specific general 
formula on a substrate. 

CONSTITUTION: A sorbitan derivative shown by a formula 
I [R^, R^ represents OH group. -O-CO-R group, and 
-OCONHR group (R is a 15-30C long-chain alkyl)] .is 
dissolved or dispersed in a suitable solvent to prepare 
a thermal transfer colorant layer forming coating 
liquid. This coating liquid is applied on a substrate, 
such as paper, synthetic resin film, and metallic sheet, 
by a reverse roll coater method or the like and dried to 
form a thermal transfer colorant layer to produce a 
thermal transfer recording medium. The obtained 
recording medium can sufficiently inhibit the reduction 
of printability caused by blocking and the occurrence of 
fog even if being left to stand under high- temperature 
atmosphere for a long time. 
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